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It took an explosion and 13 pounds of iron to usher 

in the modern era of neuroscience. 

In 1848, a 25-year-old railroad worker named 
Phineas Gage was blowing up rocks to clear the 
way for a new rail line in Cavendish, Vt. He would 
drill a hole, place an explosive charge, then pack 
in sand using a 13-pound metal bar known as a 

tamping iron. 

But in this instance, the metal bar created a spark 
that touched off the charge. That, in turn, "drove 
this tamping iron up and out of the hole, through 
his left cheek, behind his eye socket, and out of 
the top of his head," says Jack Van Horn, an 
associate professor of neurology at the Keck 
School of Medicine at the University of Southern 

California. 

Gage didn't die. But the tamping iron destroyed 
much of his brain's left frontal lobe, and Gage's 
once even-tempered personality changed 

dramatically. 

"He is fitful, irreverent, indulging at times in the 
grossest profanity, which was not previously his 
custom," wrote John Martyn Harlow, the physician 

who treated Gage after the accident. 

This sudden personality transformation is why 
Gage shows up in so many medical textbooks, 
says Malcolm Macmillan, an honorary professor at 
the Melbourne School of Psychological Sciences 
and the author of An Odd Kind of Fame: Stories of 

Phineas Gage. 

"He was the first case where you could say fairly 
definitely that injury to the brain produced some 

kind of change in personality," Macmillan says. 

And that was a big deal in the mid-1800s, when 
the brain's purpose and inner workings were 
largely a mystery. At the time, phrenologists were 
still assessing people's personalities by measuring 

bumps on their skull. 

Gage's famous case would help establish brain 
science as a field, says Allan Ropper, a 
neurologist at Harvard Medical School and 

Brigham and Women's Hospital. 

One Account Of Gage's 

Personality Shift 

Dr. John Harlow, who 
treated Gage following 
the accident, noted his 
personality change in an 
1851 edition of the 
American Phrenological 
Journal and Repository 

of Science. 

"If you talk about hard 
core neurology and the 
relationship between 
structural damage to the 
brain and particular 
changes in behavior, this is ground zero," Ropper says. It was an 
ideal case because "it's one region [of the brain], it's really 

obvious, and the changes in personality were stunning." 

(Phineas Continued on page 7) 
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Portrait of brain-injury survivor Phineas 
Gage (1823ï1860), shown holding the 
tamping iron that injured him.  
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Policy  

The material in this newsletter is provided for education and 
information purposes only.  The Brain Injury Alliance of Oregon 
does not support, endorse or recommend any method, 
treatment, facility, product or firm mentioned in this newsletter. 
Always seek medical, legal or other professional advice as 
appropriate.   We invite contributions and comments regarding 
brain injury matters and articles included in The Headliner.   
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Disorders and Substance 

Abuse - Rolf B. Gainer, 

PhD Rehabilitation 

Institutes of America, 

Novato, California; 

Neurologic Rehabilitation 

Institute at Brookhaven Hospital; Finding Happiness - 

Dan Overton, MC, LMHC, MHP, Traumatic Brain Injury 

Program Coordinator,  Behavioral Health Services WA. 

Dept. of Veterans Affairs;  Triumph over TBI: Turning 

Loss into Opportunity Brief - Tanya J. Peterson, MS, 

NCC. 

 

Saturdayõs Program Featured:  

Opening Keynote Speaker:   The End of Caring: 

Understanding the Dynamic of Failure in Rehab - Rolf 

B. Gainer, PhD Rehabilitation Institutes of America, 

Novato, California; Neurologic Rehabilitation Institute at 

Brookhaven Hospital, Tulsa, Oklahoma; PROVING 

DAMAGES IN A TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY CASE: 

GETTING THE INSURER TO SAY óYES'- Richard H. 

Adler, JD, Arthur Leritz, JD, Melissa Carter, JD, Steve 

Angles, JD, and Jacob Gent, JD; A Holistic Approach 

to Healing Broken Brains:Nutrition, Supplements and 

Herbs Patient  - Dr. Adam Grove, ND; Heal Your Brain, 

Heal Your Body - Linda Gifford; TBI and Psychiatric 

Illness: A Common Thread of Neuroinflammation -  

Shauna Hahn, Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse 

Practitioner, Central City Concern; TBI Induced Vision 

Problems: The Hidden Problem That Impedes 

Rehabilitation - Juliet Machado, BA OVT; Luncheon 

Keynote Presentation Itõs All About the Dance - Karen 

Campbell and the Highland Height/Shaunôs Place 

Dancers; Keynote Speaker: Functional Neurological 

Management of Persistent Post-Concussion 

Syndrome - Dr. Glen Zielinski, DC, DACNB, 

FACFN Embracing the Journey - Dr. George Siegfried, 

D.C.; Nutrition and Brain Injury Recovery - Dr. Jeffrey 

McNannly; Life after TBI: Emotional and Psychological 

Rebirth - Kendra Bratherton, COTA/L; Stroke and 

Brain Injury Recovery - Dr. Haakon Andresen; What 

Support Groups Can Do To Help You- Kristina Fosse, 

Michael Jensen and Dr. James Chesnutt; Life After Brain 

Injury ð Panel with The Challenges of Brain Injuries in 

Marriage and Raising Children When Both Parents 

Have a Brain Injury - Certified Life Coach and mentor 

Ben Luskin along with his wife Kassia Luskin; and When 

It's Not That Easy - Keri Stocks 
 
We also wish to thank our sponsors and exhibitors for 
making this conference possible, please see pages 12-15. 

On behalf of The Brain Injury Alliance of Oregon, I 
would like to thank Deborah Crawley and Nicole 
Graff from The Brain Injury Alliance of Washington, 
Karen Jaeger and Mary Kelly from The Brain Injury 
Alliance of Idaho, Elizabeth Donnelly and Dr. Adam 
Grove from the Alaska Brain Injury Network, the 
Conference Planning Committee, the BIAOR Board 
of Directors and many others: and our many 
volunteers including our AV volunteers Jeffrey Cohen 
and Kristin Cruise from Alder Giersch, and general 
conference volunteers Chuck McGilvray, Jill Keeney, 
for their tremendous help in hosting the 15th Annual 
Pacific Northwest Brain Injury Conference. 
 
Thursdayõs Pre-Conference Featured:  
Dealing with Challenging Behaviors - Carla-Jo 
Whitson, MSW, CBIS, BIAWA SW Resource 
Manager; How to Use Music Therapy for 
Increasing Positive Outcome - Lillieth Grand, MS, 
MT-BC; Provider Roundtable - Where is help 
when you need it? - Ombudsman Long Term Care 
Ombudsman, Fred Steele, Guardian Ombudsman, 
Travis Wall and Oregon Health Authority 
Ombudsman, Ellen Pinney; and the Oregon 
Disabilities Commission. 
 

Fridayõs Program Featured:  

Opening Keynote Speaker: We Are Oregon 

Veterans - Cameron Smith, Director, Oregon 

Department of Veterans Affairs; Treatment of 

Concussion - From the Field to the Hospital and 

Rehabilitation - 2017 Update - James Chesnutt, 

MD; What Imaging Can Reveal About Brain Injury 

- Aaron DeShaw; The Role of Music Therapy in 

Rehabilitation - Lillieth Grand, MS, MT-BC; 

Screening for Traumatic Brain Injury: Idaho's 

Approach - Russell C. Spearman M.Ed. Principal 

Investigator, TBI Program Institute of Rural Health 

ISU Meridian Health Science Center;  The 

Developing Adolescent Brain: How THC affects 

the Brain - Shelley Campbell, Coordinator Injury 

Prevention and Outreach Education Youth and 

Family TNTT/Trauma Services; Washington Stateõs 

Traumatic Brain Injury Advisory Council: A 

history and the positive impact on the brain 

injury community - Scott Bloom, CBIS, Mary Kelly 

LTC AN (Ret); Luncheon Keynote Presentation: 

Break a Board - Brain Injury and Taekwondo - 

Karen Campbell, Highland Height/Shaunôs Place 

Taekwondo team; Afternoon Keynote - Patient, 

Dr., What's the Difference-  Jacob Plasker, DC; 

What survivors, caregivers and families need to 

know.  - Dr. Glen Zielinski, DC, DACNB, FACFN; 

ñHow can I help?ò ð Practical Applications for 

Behavioral Health Clinicians - Dan Overton, MC, 

LMHC, MHP, TBI Program Coordinator,  Behavioral 

Health Services WA. Dept. of Veterans Affairs; Multi-

Modal Brain Imaging: The Future of Trauma 

Diagnosis and Treatment in Veterans - Dr. Michael 

Seyffert, Amen Clinic; Roadblocks to Re-entry: The 

Triple Whammy of Brain Injury, Psychiatric 

Executive Directorõs Corner 

Sherry Stock, MS, CBIST 
BIAOR Executive Director   



 

When looking for a professional, look for someone who knows and understands 
brain injuries.  The following are supporting professional members of BIAOR. 

Salem  
Adams, Hill & Hess, Salem, 503-399-2667 
ú  Richard Walsh, Walsh & Associates, PC Keizer, 503

-304-4886 www.walshlawfirm.net 
 

Roseburg 
Samuel Hornreich, Roseburg, 541-677-7102  
 
Washington    Bremerton  Seattle 
 

Bremerton 
Kenneth Friedman, Friedman Rubin, Bremerton, 360-

782-4300 
 

Seattle  
ÿ  Richard Adler, Adler Giersch, Seattle, WA 

206.682.0300  
Kevin Coluccio, Coluccio Law, Seattle, WA 206-826-

8200  www.coluccio-law.com 
 

Care Facilities/TBI Housing/Day 
Programs  (subacute, community based, inpatient, 
outpatient, nursing care, supervised-living, behavior, 
coma management, driver evaluation, hearing 
impairment, visual impairment, counseling, pediatric) 
Sherry Acea, Fourth Dimension Corp, Bend 541-647-

7016 
Carol Altman, Homeward Bound, Hillsboro 503-640-

0818  
Eric Asa, The Positive Difference ACH, LLC, Gresham, 

503-674-5149 
Hazel Barnhart, Psalm 91 Care Home, Beaverton, 971-

227-4773 or 503-747-0146 TBI 35+ 
Fataumata (Tata) Blakely, Heart of Living Home Care, 

Salem OR 503-454-8173 971701-6979 
Karen Campbell, Highland Height Home Care, Inc, 

Gresham & Portland, 971-227-4350 or 503-618-0089 
Medically Fragile 
ϻ Casa Colina Centers for Rehabilitation, Pomona, CA, 

800-926-5462 
Damaris Daboub, Clackamas Assisted Living, 

Clackamas 503-698-6711 
Donna Walsh, Delta Foundation/Snohomish Chalet, 

Snohomish, WA 360-568-2168  
Care N Love AFH LLC, Corrie Lalangan, Vancouver 

WA 360-901-3378 
Danville Services of Oregon, LLC,, Michael Oliver, 

Portland (800) 280-6935 
Maria Emy Dulva, Portland 503-781-1170 
À  Gateway/McKenzie Living, Springfield Mark Kinkade, 

541-744-9817,  866-825-9079  RCF 
Greenwood AFC, Inc, Greg & Felipa Rillera, Portland 

503-267-6282 
John Grimm, AFH Philomath 541-929-7681 
Herminia D Hunter, Trinity Blessed Homecare, 

Milwaukie, 503-653-5814, Dem/Alz 70+ 
Kampfe Management Services, Pam Griffith, Portland, 

503-788-3266 Apt 
Karin Keita, Afripath Care Home LLC, Adult Care Home 

Portland 503-208-1787 
Terri Korbe, LPN, High Rocks Specialty Care, 

Clackamas 503-723-5043 
Learning Services, Northern CA & CO, 888-419-9955 

À Mentor Network, Yvette Doan, Portland 503-290-
1974 

Joana Olaru, Alpine House, Beaverton, 503-646-9068 
À Oregon Rehabilitation Center, Sacred Heart Medical 

Center, Director: Katie Vendrsco, 541-228-2396 
Premila Prasad, Portland 503-245-1605 
Quality Living Inc (QLI), Kristin Custer, Nebraska, 402-

573-3777 
À Ridgeview Assisted Living Facility, Dan Gregory, 

Medford, 541-779-2208 
WestWind Enhanced Care, Leah Lichens, Medford, 

541-857-0700 
Melissa Taber, Oregon DHS, 503-947-5169 
Polly Smith, Polly's County AFH, Vancouver, 360-601-

3439 Day Program and home  
Uhlhorn Program, Eugene, 541 345-4244 Supported 

Apt 
À Windsor Place, Inc., Susan Hunter, Salem, 503-581-

0393 Supported Apt 
 

Chiropractic 
Judith Boothby, DC, Third Way Chiropractic, Portland 

503-233-0943  
Gretchen Blyss, DC, Portland, 503-222-0551 
Eric Hubbs, DC, 180 Chiropractic, Beaverton 503-

646-2278 
Thomas Kelly, DC, Kelly Chiropractic, Vancouver WA 

360-882-0767 
Russell Kort, DC, Kort Chiropractic & Concussion 

Care, Sherwood, 503-625-5678 
Michael T. Logiudice, DC, Linn City Chiropractic, West 

Linn 503-908-0122 
Garreth MacDonald, DC, Eugene, 541-343-4343 
D.Stephen Maglente, DMX Vancouver, Vancouver WA 

360-798-4175 
Bradley Pfeiffer, Bend 541-383-4585 
George Siegfried, McMinnville 503-472-6550 
 
Cognitive Rehabilitation Centers/ Rehab 

Therapists/Specialists 
Cognitive Enhancement Center, Inc. Brad Lofitis 

Portland  503-760-0425 (OHP)(Day Program) 
Community Rehab Services of Oregon, Inc., Eugene, 

541-342-1980 Jan Johnson 
Marydee Sklar, Executive Functioning Success, 

Portland, 503-473-7762  
À Progressive Rehabilitation AssociatesðBIRC, 

Portland, 503-292-0765 
Quality Living Inc (QLI), Kristin Custer, Nebraska, 402-

573-3777 (BI & SCI)  
Neurologic Rehabilitation Institute at Brookhaven 

Hospital, Tulsa, Oklahoma  888.298.HOPE (4673) 
Marie Eckert, RN/CRRN, Legacy HealthCare, 

Rehabilitation  Institute of Oregon (RIO) 
Admissions, Portland, 503-413-7301 
À Rehab Without Walls, Mountlake Terrace, WA 425-

672-9219  Julie Allen 503-250-0685 
 
Counseling 
Heidi Dirkse-Graw, Dirkse Counseling & Consulting 

Inc. Beaverton, OR 503-672-9858 
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Attorneys  

Oregon 
 

ÿ  Paulson Coletti, John Coletti, Jane Paulson 
Portland, 503.226.6361 www.paulsoncoletti.com 
ÿ  Tom D'Amore, D'Amore & Associates, Portland 503

-222-6333  www.damorelaw.com 
ÿ  Bill Gaylord, Gaylord Eyerman Bradley,PC, 

Portland 503-222-3526 www.gaylordeyerman.com 
 

Astoria 
À Joe DiBartlolmeo, DiBartolomeo Law Office, PC, 

Astoria, 503-325-8600 
 

Bend 
À Dwyer Williams Potter Attorneyôs LLC, Bend, 541-

617-0555 www.RoyDwyer.com 
Warren John West, JD, Bend, 541-241-6931 or 800-

353-7350 
 
Eugene. 
À Derek Johnson, Johnson, Clifton, Larson & 

Schaller, P.C., Eugene 541 484-2434 
Don Corson, Corson & Johnson Law Firm, Eugene, 

541-484-2525 
Charles Duncan, Eugene, 800-347-4269 
Tina Stupasky, Jensen, Elmore & Stupasky, PC, 

Eugene, 541-342-1141 
 
Portland  
Craig Allen Nichols, Nichols & Associates, 

Portland 503-224-3018 
William Berkshire, Portland 503-233-6507 PI 
Jeffrey Bowersox, Lake Oswego, 503-452-5858 PI 
Aaron DeShaw, Portland 503-227-1233 
Lori Deveny, Portland 503-225-0440 
Jerry Doblie, Doblie & Associates, Portland, 503-226-

2300 
Wm. Keith Dozier, Portland 503-594-0333  
Sean DuBois, DuBois, Law Group, Portland, 503-222-

4411 
À Brendan Dummigan, Pickett Dummigan, Portland 

503-223-7770  www.pickettdummigan.com  
Peggy Foraker, Portland 503-232-3753 
Sam Friedenberg, Nay & Friedenberg , Portland 503-

245-0894 Guardianship/Conservatorship 
Timothy Grabe, Portland, 503-282-5223 
Sharon Maynard, Constance S Snyder Law Firm 

Wilsonville 503 682-8669 , Trusts 
Richard Rizk, Rizk Law, Inc., Portland 503-245-5677 

Trucking Injuries, WC, Empymt & LT Disability  
Charles Robinowitz, Portland, 503-226-1464 
J. William Savage, Portland 503-222-0200 
Richard Sly, Portland 503-224-0436, SSI/SSD/PI  
Steve Smucker, Portland 503-224-5077 
ҕ  Scott Supperstein, The Law Offices of Scott M 

Supperstein, PC, Portland 503-227-6464 
Ͼ Tichenor& Dziuba Law Offices, Portland 503-224-

3333  
 

To become a  professional member of BIAOR see page 22 or contact BIAOR, biaor@biaoregon.org. 
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Sharon Evers, Face in the Mirror Counseling, Art 
Therapy, Lake Oswego 503-201-0337 

Donald W. Ford, MA, LMFT, LPC, Portland, 503-297-
2413  

Jerry Ryan, MS, CRC, Oregon City, 503-348-6177 
Elizabeth VanWormer, LCSW, Portland, 503-297-

3803 
Kate Robinson, MA, LPC, CADC1, Clear Path 

Counseling, LLC, 971-334-9899 
 

Educators/Therapy Programs  
Gianna Ark, Linn Benton Lincoln Education Service 

District, Albany, 541-812-2746 
Andrea Batchelor, Linn Benton Lincoln Education 

Service District, Albany, 541-812-2715 
Heidi Island, Psychology, Pacific University, Forest 

Grove, 503-352-1538 
ҕ McKay Moore-Sohlberg, University of Oregon, 

Eugene 541-346-2586 
Jon Pede, Hillsboro School District, Hillsboro, 503-844

-1500  
 

Expert Testimony 
Janet Mott, PhD, CRC, CCM, CLCP, Life Care 

Planner, Loss of Earning Capacity Evaluator, 425-
778-3707 

 

Functional Neurologist 
Judith Boothby,DC,Portland 503- 233-0943 
Stefan Herold, DC, DACNB, Tiferet Chiropractic 

Neurology,Portland 503-445-7767 
Erik Reis, DC, CBIS, DACNB, Minnesota Functional 

Neurology and Chiropractic, MN  612-223-8590 
Glen Z  ielinski, DC, DACNB, FACFN, Northwest 

Functional Neurology, Lake Oswego, 503-850-
4526 

 
Life Care Planners/Case Manager/Social Workers   
Rebecca Bellerive, Rebecca Bellerive, RN, Inc, Gig 

Harbor WA 253-649-0314 
Vince Morrison, MSW, PC, Astoria, 503-325-8438 
Michelle Nielson, Medical Vocational Planning, LLC, 

West Linn, 503-650-9327  
Dana Penilton, Dana Penilton Consulting Inc, Portland 

503-246-6232  danapen@comcst.net  
www.danapenilton.com/ 

Thomas Weiford, Weiford Case Management & 
Consultation, Voc Rehab Planning, Portland 503-
245-5494 

 
Legal Assistance/Advocacy/Non-Profit 
Ͼ  Deborah Crawley, ED, Brain Injury Association of 

Washington, 253-238-6085 or 877-824-1766  
ϻ Disability Rights Oregon, Portland, 503-243-2081 
ϻ Eastern Oregon Center for Independent Living

(EOCIL), Ontario 1-866-248-8369; Pendleton 1-877
-771-1037; The Dalles 1-855-516-6273 
ϻ Independent Living Resources (ILR), Portland, 503-

232-7411  
ϻ Jackson County Mental Health, Heather Thompson,  

Medford, (541) 774-8209 
ϻ  Oregon Chiropractic Association, Jan Ferrante, 

Executive Director, 503-256-1601  
ϻ Kayt Zundel, MA, ThinkFirst Oregon, (503) 494-

7801 
 
Long Term TBI Rehab/Day Programõs/Support 

Programs 

Carol Altman, Bridges to Independence Day Program, 
Portland/Hillsboro, 503-640-0818  

Benjamin Luskin,Luskin Empowerment Mentoring, 
Eugene, 541-999-1217 

Marydee Sklar, Executive Functioning Success, 
Portland, 503-473-7762  

 
Medical Professionals 
Remy Delplanche, OD, Beaverton, 503) 644-5665 
Marsha Johnson, AnD, Oregon Tinnitus & Hyperacusis 

Treatment Center, Portland 503-234-1221 
Ashley Keates, Neurological Rehabilitation Therapist, 

Northwest Functional Neurology, Lake Oswego, 503
-850-4526 

Kristin Lougee, CBIS, 503-860-8215-cell 
Carol Marusich, OD, Neuro-optometrist, Lifetime Eye 

Care, Eugene, 541-342-3100 
Northwest Functional Neurology, Lake Oswego, 503-

850-4526 
À Kayle Sandberg-Lewis, LMT,MA, Neurofeedback, 

Portland, 503-234-2733  
Bruce Wojciechowski, OD, Clackamas, Neuro-

optometrist, Northwest EyeCare Professionals, 503-
657-0321 

 
Physicians  
Bryan Andresen, Rehabilitation Medicine Associates of 

Eugene-Summer/Fallfield, 541-683-4242 
Diana Barron, MD. Barron-Giboney Family Medicine, 

Brownsville, OR (541) 451-6930 
Jerald Block, MD, Psychiatrist, 503-241-4882 
James Chesnutt, MD, OHSU, Portland 503-494-4000 
Paul Conti, MD, Psychiatrist, Beaverton, 503-644-7300 
Danielle L. Erb, M.D., Brain Rehabilitation Medicine, 

LLC, Portland 503 296-0918 
M. Sean Green, MD, Neurology, Lake Oswego 503- 

635-1604 
ҕ Steve Janselewitz, MD, Pediatric Physiatrist, 

Pediatric Development & Rehabilitation-Emanuel 
Childrenôs Hospital, Portland Nurse: 503-413-4418 
Dept:503-413-4505 

Michael Koester,MD,Slocum Center, Eugene,541-359-
5936 

Andrew Mendenhall, MD, Family Medicine, Addiction & 
Pain,Beaverton 503-644-7300 

Oregon Rehabilitation Medicine Associates, Portland 
Legacy 503-413-6294  

Oregon Rehabilitation Medicine, P.C., Portland, 
Providence  503-215-8699 

Kevin Smith, MD, Psychiatrist, OHSU, 503-494-8617 
Francisco Soldevilla,MD,Neurosurgeon, Northwest 

Neurosurgical Associates, Tualatin, 503-885-8845 
Gil Winkelman, ND,MA, Insights to Health LLC, 

Alternative Medicine, Neurobiofeedback, 
Counseling, Portland, 503-894-7437 

David Witkin, MD, Internal Medicine, Sacred Heart 
Hospital, Eugene, 541-222-6389 

 
Psychologists/ Neuropsychologists 
Ͼ   Tom Boyd, PhD, Sacred Heart Medical Center, 

Eugene 541-686-6355 
James E. Bryan, PhD, Portland 503.284.8558 
Patricia Camplair, PhD, Portland 503-827-5135 
Amee Gerrard-Morris, PhD, Pediatrics, Portland, 503-

413-4506 
Elaine Greif, PhD, Portland 503-260-7275 
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Nancy Holmes, PsyD, CBIS, Portland 503-235-
2466 

Sharon M Labs PhD, Portland 503-224-3393  
Ruth Leibowitz, PhD, Salem Rehab, 503-814-1203 
Michael Leland, Psy.D, CRC, Director, NW 

Occupational Medicine Center, Inc., Portland, 503-
684-7246 

Susan Rosenzweig, PsyD, Center for Psychology & 
Health, 503-206-8337 

 
Speech and Language/Occupational Therapist 
Channa Beckman, Harbor Speech Pathology, WA 

253-549-7780 
John E. Holing, Glide 541-440-8688 
ҕ Jan Johnson, Community Rehab Services of 

Oregon, Inc., Eugene, 541-342-1980 
Sandra Knapp, SLP, David Douglas School District , 

Sandy 503-256-6500 
Carol Mathews-Ayres, First Call Home Health, Salem 
Anne Parrott, Legacy Emanuel Hospital Warren 503-

397-6431 
Kendra Ward, COTA, Astoria, 209-791-3092  
 
State of Oregon 
State of Oregon, OVRS, Salem  (503) 945-6201 

www.oregon.gov/DHS/vr 
 
Technology/Assistive Devices 
RJ Mobility Services, Independence, 503-838-5520  
Second Step, David Dubats, Eugene, 877-299-STEP 
Rockinoggins - Helmet Covers Elissa Skerbinc Heller 

www.rockinoggins.com  
 
Trauma Nurses Talk Tough 
Angela Aponte-Reid, Prevention RN, Trauma Nurses 

Talk Tough, Legacy Health System, Emanuel 
Medical Center, Portland 503-413-2340 

 
Veterans Support 
Mary Kelly, Transition Assistance Advisor/Idaho 

National Guard, 208-272-4408 
ϻ Belle Landau, Returning Veterans 

Project,Portland,503-954-2259  
 
Vocational Rehabilitation/Rehabilitation/

Employment / Workers Comp  
DôAutremont, Bostwick & Krier, Portland, 503-224-

3550 
Roger Burt, OVRS, Portland  
Arturo De La Cruz, OVRS, Beaverton, 503-277-2500 
À Marty Johnson, Community Rehab Services of 

Oregon, Inc., Eugene, 541-342-1980 
À SAIF, Salem, 503-373-8000 
State of Oregon, OVRS, Salem, (503) 945-6201 

www.oregon.gov/DHS/vr/ 
Kadie Ross, OVRS, Salem, 503-378-3607 
Scott T. Stipe MA, CRC, CDMS, LPC, IPEC, ABVE-

D, Certified Rehabilitation Counselor, Board 
Certified Vocational Expert, Licensed Professional 
Counselor Career Directions Northwest, Scott 
Stipe & Associates, Inc, Portland, (503) 234-4484  

 
Names in bold are BIAOR Board members   
 À  Corporate   ÿ Gold  ϻ Non-Profit    
 ú  Silver          ҕ  Bronze  
 Ͼ  Sustaining  æ Platinum    

Looking for an Expert ?  See our Professional Members here  

javascript:void(0)


866-843-3476 

2350 NW York St 
Portland, OR 97210 
 

503-277-1233 
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Spring Sudoku  

The object is to insert the numbers in the boxes to satisfy only one condition: 
each row, column and 3 x 3 box must contain the digits 1 through 9 exactly 
once.  (Answer on page 23) 

Simply go to smile.amazon.com, search for and 

select Brain Injury Association of Oregon as your 

charity of choice, and continue with your order as 

usual.  The Amazon Foundation will donate .5% of 

the purchase price to BIAOR!   

 

There is no additional cost to you! Use 

Smile.Amazon.com every time you shop!  

BIAOR  

ARE YOU A 
MEMBER? 

 

 

The Brain Injury Alliance of Oregon 
relies on your membership dues and 
donations to operate our special 
projects and to assist families and 
survivors.  Many of you who receive 
this newsletter are not yet members 
of BIAOR.  If you have not yet joined, 
we urge you to do so.  It is important 
that people with brain injuries, their 
families and the professionals in the 
field all work together to develop and 
keep updated on appropriate 
services.  Professionals: become a 
member of our Neuro-Resource 
Referral Service. Dues notices have 
been sent.  Please remember that we 
cannot do this without your help.  
Your membership is vitally important 
when we are talking to our 
legislators.  For further information, 
please call  1-800-544-5243 or email 
biaor@biaoregon.org. See page 22 to 
sign up. 



The Lawyerõs Desk:  A Look at TBI Legal 
Representation É 
By  David Kracke, Attorney at Law 

Nichols & Associates, Portland, Oregon  
In 2013 the State of Oregon convened a 
Governorôs Task Force on Traumatic Brain Injury 
whose objective it was to identify gaps in 
Oregonôs public-private sector services for 
individuals with brain injury and to make policy 
recommendations to address those gaps.  In 
2015 I was honored to be added to the task force 
as an expert consultant and in 2016 we 
produced our final report.  Since that time, the 
report has made its way through various state 
offices and has been disseminated to many tbi 
advocate and survivor communities with the 
hope that the recommendations of the task force 
will be implemented in Oregon.   
 
The task force was heavily influenced by real-life 
experiences of tbi survivors and their families 
and loved ones bringing to light the difficulties 
that survivors face after a traumatic brain injury.  
It was an exhaustive process of interviews and 
meetings with survivors and their loved ones, 
organized in large part by the wonderful tbi 
advocates Fern Wilgus, a survivor herself, and 
BIAORôs own Executive Director Sherry Stock.  
Those interviews and meetings resulted in the 
most comprehensive list of ñgapsò in services to 
tbi survivors ever compiled in Oregon.   
 
For any survivor or loved one who has been 
faced with the challenge of asking themselves 
ñnow what?ò after a tbi, the identified gaps in 
services will be more than familiar.   The 

 
The most important 
aspect of the 
Governorôs Task 
Force report is that 
it deals with real life.  We have not sugarcoated 
anything and instead we endeavored to bring into 
the light those struggles that actually affect the tbi 
survivor community on a daily basis.   
In a future column I will discuss the 
Recommendations of the Task Force in detail, 
although those recommendations are available 
on the BIAOR website as well.  Perhaps the most 
important of those recommendations, however, is 
the need for a dedicated Brain Injury Coordinator 
Advocate whose responsibilities will include 
implementing the Task Force recommendations.  
In other words, we need a person to take the lead 
on making sure that the recommendations 
become actual policy and to make sure that the 
identified gaps in services become a thing of the 
past.  Without a dedicated individual to take 
charge the report may end up on a lonely 
bookshelf somewhere in Salem and the lives of 
tbi survivors in Oregon will remain more difficult 

than they have to be.  Stay tuned. 

David Kracke is an attorney with the law firm of 
Nichols & Associates in Portland. Nichols & 
Associates has been representing brain injured 
individuals for over twenty two years. Mr. Kracke 

is available for consultation at (503) 224-3018. 

identified gaps are as follows:    

 Lack of culturally sensitive services and 
resources 

 Lack of adequate education and training about 
brain injury- Lack of standardized screening 
protocol 

 Lack of a ñroad mapò for accessing services 
and ongoing case management 

 Family members serving as caregivers 

 Financial hardship; difficulties accessing 
federal and state benefits 

 Difficulties dealing with private insurance and 
accessing appropriate treatment options 

 Lack of affordable, appropriate housing 

 Challenges with co-occurring mental health 
disorders and/or addictions 

 Lack of adequate vocational training and 
employment opportunities 

 Lack of TBI identification and appropriate 
supports in schools 

 Challenges with identification and 
management of TBI in the corrections system 

 
To all the survivors or their loved ones who are 
reading this column, raise your hand if you have 
ever struggled with one or more of these ñgaps in 
servicesò and now that you all have your hands in 
the air, please put them back down.  In other 
words, there isnôt a single tbi survivor in Oregon 
who hasnôt struggled with at least one of these 
deficiencies. 
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Imagine What Your Gift Can Do. 
The most important achievements often start where they are least expected.  Thatôs 
why BIAOR is the perfect place to give.  It allows your money to go where itôs needed 
most, when itôs needed most.  BIAOR provides information about brain injury, 
resources and services, awareness and prevention education, advocacy, support groups, 
trainings and conferences and meetings throughout the state for professionals, 
survivors and family members.  Your gift makes a difference at BIAOR. 

Name  _________________________________________________________  
 

Address ________________________________________________________________

  
   ________________________________________________________________  
 

City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________
  

Phone  ________________________________________________________________  

 

Email  ________________________________________________________________  

Type of Payment 

 Check payable to BIAOR for $_______________ 
 Charge my VISA/MC/AMX/Discover Card $ _____  
 Card number: ____________________________  
 Exp. date: ___ ___________________________  
 Print Name on Card: ______________________  
 Signature Approval: _______________________  
  Zip Code that CC Bill goes to: _______________ 

Please mail to:  

BIAOR  
PO Box 549 

Molalla OR 97038 
800 -544 -5243  

Fax: 503 -961 -8730  

 

 



Susan Hunter 
Executive Director 
 

Windsor Place, Inc.  
3009 Windsor Ave. NE Salem Oregon 97301  
www.windsorplacesalem.org 

Phone: 503-581-0393 
Fax: 503-581-4320 

At Windsor Place, we believe in promoting  
the self-confidence and self-reliance of all 

of our residents  
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So, perhaps it's not surprising that every 
generation of brain scientists seems compelled to 

revisit Gage's case. 

For example:   

 In the 1940s, a famous neurologist named 
Stanley Cobb diagrammed the skull in an effort 
to determine the exact path of the tamping iron. 

 In the 1980s, scientists repeated the exercise 
using CT scans. 

 In the 1990s, researchers applied 3-D computer 
modeling to the problem. 

 And, in 2012, Van Horn led a team that 
combined CT scans of Gage's skull with MRI 
scans of typical brains to show how the wiring of 
Gage's brain could have been affected. 

 

"Neuroscientists like to always go back and say, 
'we're relating our work in the present day to these 
older famous cases which really defined the field,' 

" Van Horn says. 

And it's not just researchers who keep coming 
back to Gage. Medical and psychology students 
still learn his story. And neurosurgeons and 
neurologists still sometimes reference Gage when 

assessing certain patients, Van Horn says. 

"Every six months or so you'll see something like 
that, where somebody has been shot in the head 

(Phineas Continued from page 1) with an arrow, or falls off a 
ladder and lands on a 
piece of rebar," Van Horn 
says. "So you do have 
these modern kind of 

Phineas Gage-like cases." 

Two renderings of Gage's 
skull show the likely path of 
the iron rod and the nerve 
fibers that were probably 
damaged as it passed 

through.  

There is something about 
Gage that most people 
don't know, Macmillan 
says. "That personality 
change, which undoubtedly occurred, did not last 

much longer than about two to three years." 

Gage went on to work as a long-distance 
stagecoach driver in Chile, a job that required 
considerable planning skills and focus, Macmillan 

says. 

This chapter of Gage's life offers a powerful 
message for present day patients, he says. "Even 
in cases of massive brain damage and massive 

incapacity, rehabilitation is always possible." 

Gage lived for a dozen years after his accident. But 
ultimately, the brain damage he'd sustained 

probably led to his death. 

He died on May 21, 1860, of an epileptic seizure 
that was almost certainly related to his brain 

injury. 

Gage's skull, and the tamping iron that passed 
through it, are on display at the Warren 

Anatomical Museum in Boston, Mass. 

Source: http://www.npr.org/sections/health-
shots/2017/05/21/528966102/why-brain-scientists-are-still-
obsessed-with-the-curious-case-of-phineas-gage?
utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_camp
aign=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm_content=20170521 


